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Marks & Spencer
Perhaps the most unexpected 
offering comes from Marks & 
Spencer – a label not generally 
viewed as being at the cutting 
edge of fashion. It has put to-
gether a simple and highly wear-
able edit of floaty kimonos (an 
ideal way to go from day to night) 
in batik-style indigo and vaguely 
Japanese magnolia flowers on 
pink. Skirts are simple, bias-cut 
and long, and shirtdresses offer 
a belted pop of pattern or stripes. 
With a real grasp of what the 
regional customer is really look-
ing for, it also has lightweight, 
long-sleeved polo necks and 
leggings – both absolute essen-
tials for making any item Ra-
madan-ready. It even offers this 
season’s must-have: turbans, in 
soft, muted colours.

Miu Miu
Miu Miu has created a line of special- 
edition accessories, including a selec-
tion of mules and slides, all encrusted 
with crystals and sequins. Kitten-heeled 
slip-ons arrive encrusted with glitter and 
attitude, while gleaming gold snakeskin 
mules are sure to sell out fast. Elsewhere, 
golden sequins sit layered like fish scales 

on pretty, low-
heeled slides. 
High heels, 
too, are heavily 
embellished, 
all sporting the 
same square 
heel point, and 
silver sandals 
are encrusted 
with glitter.

Sauce
True to form, Sauce offers a vibrant 
collection of bold, colourful pieces. 
Simply cut kaftans are emblazoned 

with birds that cover the 
torso, while others are 
enlivened by palm trees 
picked out in sequins. 
Naive, peasant-style 
embroidery is offered in 
countless iterations – as 
simple, belted dresses 
covered in contrasting 
blue and red flowers, 
to bell-sleeved gowns 

with stitched foliage 
across the chest. Blue on 
white pinstripes are treated 
to the stylised embroidered 
flowers more commonly 
seen on Uzbek suzani 
textile, while embroidery is 
mixed with lace to add edge 
to an otherwise simple 
black dress. A startlingly 
pure white lace dress is 
scattered with colourful 
pansy and frangipani 
blooms, echoing 
handworked tablecloths of 
the 1920s. 

Dima Ayad
Dima Ayad draws on 
precious metals for a 
collection that is as 
much about texture 
as silhouette. The 
line moves from a 
crackled silver trim 
on a midnight blue 
dress to a shim-
mering 1960s- 
inspired trel-

lis-patterned kaftan, 
but the standout pieces 
are pleated, belted coats 

with tiered sleeves.

SemSem
Homegrown label 
SemSem brings us a 
palette of lush reds 
and burnished golds. 
Made into sweeping 
Grecian tunics, pleated 
maxi-dresses and one 
impeccable floor-
length trench coat, 
the red bristles with 
attitude. Even when 
transformed into a 
luxe floral brocade, 
red still retains its 
dramatic appeal, es-
pecially when shaped 
into an asymmetric 

frilled top. Fluid metal-
lics, meanwhile, shim-
mer as long-sleeved tops 
and a cascading, tiered, 
pleated skirt, while a 
single jolt of black comes 
in the form of a ruffled 
high/low top that drops 
to the floor.
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FROM OFFICE TO IFTAR: 
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 ▶ Sarah Maisey presents a guide to 10 fashion-forward collections for the holy month
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Kaleidoscope 
by Mimi

A name that has 
remained under the 
radar, Kaleidoscope 
by Mimi excels at 
mixing fabrics and 
patterns. Its Ra-
madan collection 
is a shimmering 
mix of metallics, 
seen as stars and 
blousy florals. 
One standout 
piece has art-
deco- esque 
chevrons with 
flowers, all 
held together 
by grown-
up gold on 
black.

CH Carolina Herrera
CH Carolina Herrera has 
brought out a limited- 
edition collection for 
 Ramadan, fittingly based 
around the colours of the 
UAE flag. Fluid, bias-cut 
dresses come in shades 
of red, green and black, 
alongside a complementary 
jewellery line. 

With Ramadan nearly 
upon us again, the 
times call for 
modest, practical 
attire that will 

easily carry you from 
office to iftar. Here we 
look through some 
of the UAE’s best 
Ramadan collections.

Dh3,450 Ted Baker
Farther afield, overseas 
designers are waking up to 
the retail opportunities that 
occur at this time of year, 
including high-street store 
Ted Baker, which is offering 
a compact but surprisingly 
complete collection that 
includes a belted sheath 
dress with beading trickling 
down to the waist, and wa-
terfall-cut kaftans covered 
in photorealistic gilt picture 
frames.
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Ingie Paris
Ingie Paris, by contrast, 
has decided to add some 
Parisian flair to its Ramadan 
collection, creating full-
length gowns in woven lamé 
and rich damasse fabrics. 
The wide-cut necklines 
feel new, and range from 
a sweetheart to an elegant 
boat cut, adding to the feel-
ing of silver-starlet glamour.
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Macarons by Franck Deville are a highlight at the DPA Gift Lounge, in flavours such as fig and onion compote, and goat’s cheese and pepper Franck Deville

Clockwise 
from above, 
jewellery 
by Lai Wei; 
jewellery by 
Lula Mena; 
and make-up 
by Blush & 
Whimsy are 
among the 
top-end gifts 
at the lounge

When Adrien Brody is at 
Cannes, he makes it his 
first stop, and Sharon 

Stone drops by whenever she 
is in town. Indeed, the DPA 
Gift Lounge is where most 
of the Cannes Film Festival 
movie delegations opt to 
spend their free time while 
attending the most prestigious 
cinema event in the world.

Jimmy Choo, newly owned 
by Michael Kors Holdings, has 
dropped out of the VIP gift and 
lending suite game this year 
in Cannes, while Swarovski, 
Dior and Chanel offer to 
showcase the celebrities 
wearing their product only 
on their own social media 
accounts. However, Nathalie 
Dubois of the DPA Gift 
Lounge generously opened 
the ultra-secret doors of her 
magical world of celebrity 
gifts for The National. Taking 
a look around the three-room 
suite inside the legendary 
Carlton Hotel is not for the 
faint-hearted.

The big news this year at the 
DPA Gift Lounge is hydrogen. 
Apparently H2 is even better 
for us than oxygen, and 
Tokyo-based company Gaura 
has an entire line to prove it. 
From water dispensers and 
portable facial-mist sprayers 
to bubble baths and wrinkle-
reducing facial towelettes, 
Gaura is injecting H2 into 
objects and rituals that are 
part of our everyday lives. I 
try the hydrogen water and, 
as promised by the Gaura 
representatives present, it 
tastes smoother and more 
refreshing than regular 
water, making it a perfect 
companion while working out 
or for hydrating on a plane. 
Hydrogen-infused water 
is said to improve fat and 
glucose metabolism, and is 
full of antioxidant properties. 

From the cutting-edge 
techniques of water therapy, 
courtesy of the Japanese, I 
move on to Chinese jewellery 
company Lai Wei, where 
antique pieces are blended 
with new gems and stones 
to create truly unique 

Don’t look a gift horse in the mouth: the presents 
that the cream of Hollywood will get at Cannes

 ▶E Nina Rothe takes a 
glimpse inside the top 
spot for A-list goodies at 
the Cannes Film Festival

jewels. Laborious ancient 
techniques, such as the 
use of kingfisher feathers 
mounted in gold, form the 
centrepieces of necklaces 
framed by coral and pearls fit 
for modern princesses. Even 
the celebrities will be allowed 
to only borrow these exquisite 
pieces, to wear for photocalls 
or on the red carpet.

But the stars won’t walk away 
from the DPA Gift Lounge 
disappointed because there 
are quite a few trips to locales 
such as Rajasthan, Bali and 
Tahiti up for grabs. These will 
be handed out to the VVIPs 
only, so when stars such as 
Cate Blanchett and Kristen 
Stewart, both on the jury at 
this year’s festival, drop by, 
they will be able to arrange 
their next vacation, as they 
refresh themselves with 
hydrogen water.

Beauty products are always a 
favourite at gift lounges, and 
the selection here doesn’t 
disappoint. It features Swiss 

skincare by Jacqueline Piotaz, 
which offers a complete range 
of facial products using plant 
stem cells, plus a wonderful 
product with a heart: the 
Blush & Whimsy colour-
changing lipstick. Think of it 
as a mood lipstick, because it 
glides on smooth and creamy, 
and stays on in a semi-matte 
consistency, lighter or darker 
according to your own unique 
pH levels. Yet the magic of 
this product doesn’t end at 
its sheer beauty – the mission 
of the company is to hire 
more than 80 people with 
disabilities who produce the 
lipsticks, empowering them 
through employment.

The perfume corner at the 
lounge belongs to Berlin-
based, French-produced 
Urban Scents, whose 
imaginative fragrance 
combination of oud and fig 
in its Singular Oud perfume 
creates an unexpected twist 
on the Arabian favourite. 
The company also makes an 

androgynous rose fragrance 
that is simply delicious. 

Costume jewellery from El 
Salvador company Lula Mena 
blends traditional techniques 
with eco-friendly, fair-trade 
processes to design and 
develop sustainable fashion 
accessories. The earrings 
feature old electric-company 
copper wires, while for the 
elegant pochettes, they use 
recycled car tires.

Leaving the sweetest for 
last, on the way out of the 
DPA Gift Lounge, I stop by 
the delicious Franck Deville 
stand, featuring sweet and 
savoury macarons, in flavours 
that range from fig and onion 
compote to goat’s cheese 
and pepper, also touching 
on pistachio, lychee rose and 
orange blossom. All simply, 
elegantly yummy.

The DPA Gift Lounge is open 
during the Cannes Film 
Festival, inside the Carlton 
Hotel, until May 19

Endemage
Endemage has brought 
out an impressive 22 new 
designs for Ramadan that 
range from simple embroi-
dered kaftans to a caped 
gown. With a muted palette 
moving through shades of 
taupe, buttermilk, blush 
pink and olive green, these 
are elegant, discreet pieces. 
Touches of the 1930s are 
seen in waisted gowns with 
cuffs held with tiny, covered 
buttons, as well as a belted 
kaftan in the palest pista-
chio, with a geometric hem 
and sleeves that fall away 
from the waist in perfect, 
folding pleats. 
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